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Mission Statement  

The mission of Skagit County Superior Court is to deliver fair,  
 
prompt, and understandable resolutions of legal disputes.  We will  
 
provide equal access to justice and treat participants professionally,  
 
impartially, and respectfully. 
 

 To justly and fairly adjudicate all criminal cases within the  
        constitutional, statutory and judicially mandated timelines; 
 
 To adjudicate all cases with fair, prompt and understandable  
        resolutions within the applicable standard timelines; 
 
 To provide an open and accessible forum for court business; 
 
 To reduce the overall caseload of civil litigation through  
        administration of the mandatory arbitration program. 
 

Goals of  the Court 

2013 Annual Report 



 

 

 
 
As I close my two-year term as Presiding Judge, I 
reflect on what Superior Court staff does to try to 
insure that the people who interact with our court 
system have a positive experience.  My pre-
Judicial career was spent in the private sector, and 
I had an outsider’s view of the discipline, commit-
ment, and work ethic of government 
“bureaucrats”.  I quickly learned almost twenty 
years ago that my perspective was inaccurate.  I 

can assure you that the employees here care very much about the people 
who come to Superior Court and its mission: “To deliver fair, prompt, 
and understandable resolutions of legal disputes.  We will provide equal 
access to justice and treat participants professionally, impartially, and 
respectfully”. 
 
Our staff is headed by our Court Administrator, Delilah George, who this 
year was named Court Manager of the Year for the State of Washington 
by her peers in courts throughout the State.  Delilah heads a front office 
staff that greets the public, maintains the jury system,  answers countless 
phone calls and inquiries, keeps the paperwork flowing, schedules court 
and administrative time, and generally has to keep several judicial offic-
ers on track.  Our fine bailiffs keep order in the courtrooms, take charge 
of juries, help manage several specialty treatment courts, and make sure 
that everything is ship-shape so that the public can come through the sys-
tem painlessly as possible.  Our veteran and professional court reporters 
do an excellent job of maintaining records for a variety of calendars, tri-
als, miscellaneous proceedings, and for appellate review.  Also, Superior 
Court has the overall responsibility for the employees of Juvenile Court 
under the able leadership of Lisa Tremblay, who you hear from on other 
pages of this report. 
 
So, you can see it takes a village to insure that Superior Court runs 
properly.  While everybody tends to focus on those of us in the black 
robes, we couldn’t begin to do our job without our loyal and dedicated 
staff.  My thanks and kudos to all of them! 
 
 
John M. Meyer,  Presiding  Judge 2012-2013 
Skagit County Superior Court 
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Skagit County Superior Court  Bench 
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    G. Brian Paxton 
    Karen Lerner 
 
    Court Commissioners 
 
 
 
 

Superior Court is the highest level trial court in the state government 
and the only trial court of general jurisdiction.  The court presides 
over all hearings, proceedings, and trials for the following matters: 
 
 Felony criminal cases: homicide, sex crimes, robbery, assault,     

theft, burglary, motor vehicle theft, controlled substance, gross mis-
demeanors; 

 
 Civil cases:  tort, commercial, quasi-marital relationships, property 

rights, civil harassment, domestic violence, administrative law re-
view, appeals from lower courts; 

 
 Domestic cases: dissolutions with and without children, annulments, 

modifications, custody, legal separation, wage assignments, foreign 
judgments; 

 
 Probate/Guardianship cases; 
 
 Mental Illness and Alcohol petitions; 
 
 Juvenile Offender cases: homicide, sex crimes, robbery, assault, 

theft, burglary, motor vehicle theft, controlled substance, gross/
misdemeanors; 

 
 Juvenile Dependency-CHINS, dependency, developmental disa-

bility, termination, At-Risk, truancy; 
 
 Adult Drug Court, Family Treatment Court, Mental Health 

Court. 
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NEW Case Filings in 2013 and Trends 
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Case Filings  - Yearly Comparisons     

  2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

criminal 977 799 973 1352 1017 1069 1044 1247 1154 1271 
civil 2173 2307 2313 2461 2518 2620 2620 2633 2514 2259 
domestic 759 649 720 709 737 693 872 928 834 861 
probate/
guardi-
anship 816 355 352 390 410 415 441 442 451 452 
mental 
illness/
alcohol 479  683 986 1209 1220 766 559 354 320 328 
adop-
tions/
paterni-
ty/name 
change 187 138 182 160 201 248 172 162 145 145 
juvenile 
depend-
ency 657 739 880 886 718 666 813 882 784 693 
juvenile 
offender 613 536 446 577 709 592 473 441 373 257 
          
TOTAL 6182 6206 6852 7744 7530 7069 6994 7089 6575 6266 
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More  Case  Information 

In 2013 there were 6,266 cases filed and 6,289 cases completed.  
 
Filings.  A filing is the initiation of a case in court by formal submis-
sion to the court of a document alleging the facts of a matter and re-
questing relief. 
 
Cases Completed.  Completion signifies that 
the dispositive documents for a case have been 
filed with the clerk and is part of the legal rec-
ord. A case can be completed at the point of 
case resolution, i.e., when the case has been 
tried, settled, or otherwise concluded. 
 

Proceedings Held.  A proceeding is a matter 
held in open court with at least one of the parties 
present in a case or non-charge matter. 

In 2013 there were 14,303 proceedings held. 
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6285
6290

Cases Filed Compared to Cases Completed

Total Cases Filed

Total Cases Completed

137 people participated in a court hearing or trial telephonically 
using CourtCall.  
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In 2013 there were 27 jury trials.  Of those trials, 24 were criminal 
cases and 3 were civil cases.  There were a total of 162.5  trial days.  

298 Exit Questionnaires were completed. Of those, 93% or 259 re-
ported that their impression of juror experience was the same/
favorable,  or actually more favorable than before serving compared to 
7% who reported that it was the same/unfavorable, or less favorable.   
76% of  jurors reported that they did not have a loss of income; 24% 
reported that they did. $85,274 was expended for jury costs.   
 
$68,145 was spent on interpreters in 2013 for hearings or trials com-
pared to $45,593 in 2012 and $40,875 in 2011.   

 
Law Day 2013 
 
Once again,   a successful Law Day was put on by the Volunteer Lawyer 
Program, the Washington State Paralegal Association and the Skagit 
County Law Library.   This annual event was held at Skagit Station.  27 
volunteer attorneys provided 66 hours of services, 22 paralegals and le-
gal assistants helped with the 142 intake consultations and 137 people 
were provided with free legal advance. 
 
Additionally, the Family Law Facilitator offered two dissolution of mar-
riage workshops, one in English and the other in Spanish. 

TRIALS

Jury Trial 27

Non-Jury Trial 80
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Specialty Courts 
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Skagit County has three specialty courts:  Adult Drug Court,  
Family Treatment Court, and Mental Health Court.   
 
These specially designed court calendars have proven to achieve a 
reduction in recidivism and substance abuse and to increase the 
offender’s likelihood of successful rehabilitation.  This is successful 
because of the following:   
 

 early, continuous, and intense judicially supervised treatment 
 mandatory periodic drug testing 
 community supervision 
 appropriate sanctions  

Family Treatment Court 
 
Family Treatment Court is in its 7th year of operation.  The Court con-
tinues to graduate clean and sober parents and reunite them with their 
children. Those successful families have new parenting skills, stable 
living situation and a bright outlook for their future.   
 
G. Brian Paxton 
Court Commissioner 

Average number of participants in Drug Court in 2013: 45-50 
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Mental Health Court 
 
Mental Health Court is a specialty or therapeutic court available 
to individuals charged with  nonviolent criminal felony offenses al-
legedly committed as a result of a diagnosed mental disorder.  The 
defendant must consent to participation and be accepted as appropri-
ate for this intensive program by the Mental Health Court team.   

To enter MHC, the individual gives up a number of important statuto-
ry and constitutional rights, including the right to a jury trial.  The 
right to a speedy trial is also waived and the case is continued without 
a finding of guilt.  If an individual successfully completes the pro-
gram, the charges will be dismissed.   

The length of the program is two years.  The participants admitted to 
Mental Health Court work intensely with the treatment team develop-
ing life skills, insight into their needs to maintain stability and, for 
those with co-occurring disorders, the skills to address and overcome 
substance abuse problems.   The individuals are intensely supervised 
by the court with frequent appearances and accountability.  While this 
program is demanding, with the excellent help and support of the 
treatment providers and encouragement from the legal team, many of 
the participants become enthusiastic supporters of the pro-
gram, develop the necessary insight and self-help skills to manage 
their recovery and achieve the goal of dismissal of the criminal charg-
es.  

The benefits of this program are many.  As these individuals stabilize 
and develop the insight and skills to address their own recovery, they 
are less likely to need intensive treatment or hospitalization, less like-
ly to become victims and less likely to re-offend.  Some current par-
ticipants and graduates have become important contributors to the 
community sharing their insights as to the needs of the mentally ill 
here in Skagit County.  

Karen Lerner 

Court Commissioner 
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Family Law and Guardianship Facilitator  
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Skagit County  recognizes that  more and more  people are coming into 
the court system without an attorney.  It  can be by choice or because of 
financial limitations.   Those representing themselves are acting “pro se”.  
 
Skagit County has both a Family Law Facilitator Program and a 
Guardianship Facilitator Program. The below graphic  represents 
Family Law Facilitator statistics. 

On March 5, 2013, Skagit County Superior Court hosted a Courthouse 
Facilitator training.  There were 32 participants from 16 different Wash-
ington counties in attendance.  The training covered several topics in-
cluding child support, parentage, marriage equality, non-parental custo-
dy, plain language forms and case law updates.  Presenters included:  
Skagit Superior Court Commissioner Brian Paxton, attorney Jill Mullins 
of the Mckinley Irvin Law Firm, attorney Josefina Ramirez of the North-
west Justice Project, Janet Skreen of the Administrative Office of the 
Courts (AOC) and Michelle Cook, Skagit County Court Facilitator.  All 
participants received Certificates of Attendance for the training and At-
torney participants received CLE credits.   
 

Paid 
Appointment

s
1412

GR 34 (no 
payment)  

101

Assisting in 
Court 1290

Cancellation
s 

149

No Show
219

Phone
458

Number of Filings Pro Se:     Domestic 497,    Civil 293 
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Courthouse facilitators may provide some or all of these services:   

 Referral to legal, social service, and alternate dispute resolution 
resources; 

 Assistance in calculating child support based on financial infor-
mation provided by the pro se party (family law cases); 

 Process interpreter requests; 

 Assistance in selection as well as distribution of approved forms 
and instructions; 

 Assistance in completing approved forms; 

 Explanation of legal terms; 

 Information on basic court procedures including requirements for 
service, filing, scheduling hearings and complying with local pro-
cedures; 

 Review of completed forms to determine whether forms have been 
completely filled out but not as to substantive content; 

 Previewing pro se pleadings prior to hearings to determine  wheth-
er procedural requirements have been complied with; and 

 Attendance at pro se hearings to assist the Court with pro se mat-
ters (family law cases). 

GUARDIANSHIP FACILITATOR PROGRAM 
 
With many guardianship cases that are filed, guardians need to be ap-
pointed.  Guardians can be professional guardians or may be a family 
member (pro se).  With an aging population and the cost of attorneys, 
there will be more pro se guardianship cases in the future. Guardianship 
cases last for years and require formal reporting to the Court every year.   
Specific guardianship forms must be used that are complex and lengthy. 
The information required is often daunting to pro se guardians and they 
will usually have a multitude of questions.   
 
In 2013, the Clerk and Superior Court initiated a Guardianship Facilita-
tor program .  The guardianship facilitator meets with pro se guardians 
one afternoon each week.  She reviews their paperwork and helps them 
schedule the appropriate hearings.    Working closely together with the 
clerk, reminder letters are sent out and these cases are closely monitored 
for compliance.  The facilitator does not provide legal advice.    
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ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
 We believe that youth offenders should understand the impact of 

their actions on the victim and the community, accept responsibil-
ity for their actions and experience consequences that balance the 
impact of their actions with what will be effective for their reha-
bilitation. 

 
COMMUNITY SAFETY 
 
 We believe that all of Skagit County’s citizens deserve to be and 

feel safe from crime. 
 
REHABILITATION 
 
 We believe that youth offenders have strengths, are capable of 

change, can earn redemption, and can become responsible and 
productive members of our community.  

 
 
The Office of Juvenile Court (OJC) consists of a 
spectrum of Juvenile Court Services ranging from 
prevention to early intervention to intervention.   
 
In 2013 the Office of Juvenile Court processed 34 At 
Risk Youth and Child in Need of Services cases, 608 
Truancy cases and 636 Juvenile Offender cases.   

 
Diversion.  Diversion provides an opportunity for first time juvenile 
offenders, charged with a misdemeanor offense, the opportunity to 
engage in an informal processing of the charge.  Under Diversion 
Agreements, the youth’s charge is confidential and confinement time 
is not a disposition option, however, the diverted charge will reflect as 
criminal history.    In 2013, the Office of Juvenile Court processed 253 
Diversions. 
 
Community Supervision.  In 2013 the Juvenile court ordered 134 
dispositions to a term of Community Supervision.   Also, Skagit Coun-
ty received an additional 15 cases transferred from other Counties.   

Office of  Juvenile Court   
Lisa Tremblay, Director 
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Law Library   
JoAnne  Giesbrecht, Librarian 
 
The Law Library’s mission is to provide the best possible service to our 
community by connecting people with the information they need to ef-
fectively participate in the justice system.  This is accomplished by max-
imizing available resources through the Library’s in-house collection of 
legal materials, both in print and on the Internet, other law libraries and 
referrals to outside agencies as needed. 
 
The Librarian responded to over 5,000 reference questions in 2013.  
Most of these were from the general public, asking for information on 
obtaining proper forms.  Visitors also asked about legal procedures in 
regard to landlord-tenant rights, probates, dissolutions, guardianships 
and in general, how to research laws.  Attorneys were often assisted with 
WestlawNext searches.   
 
The Law Library has two public access terminals and free wireless inter-
net.  It also offers notarial services and actively participates in Skagit 
County’s annual Law Day Clinic. 

Community Supervision or Probation is typically ordered to terms rang-
ing from 6-12 months.   Our regionalized Probation Counselors coordi-
nate case management for each youth by incorporating the OJC Guiding 
Principles.   
 
It is our goal to assist youth to successfully complete the terms of their 
Community Supervision as well as provide an opportunity for hope, 
change and the experience of success.    
 
Juvenile Detention.   Juvenile Detention is responsible for the safety and 
security of staff and in-custody youth.   Additionally, Juvenile Detention 
is responsible for providing education services, medical services, medica-
tion delivery, and mental health services and adheres to nutritional stand-
ards for meal services. 
 
 In 2013 Juvenile Detention processed a total of 365 admits to Detention. 
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Congratulations  & Thank You 
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~ Judge Michael E. Rickert ~ 
 

Recognized  for 20 years of  
service on the Skagit Superior Court 

Bench.   

Judge Michael E. Rickert was elected Skagit County Prosecutor in 
1986 and took office in 1987. In 1992 he was then elected to the position 
of Superior Court Judge and took office in 1993. 

A special recognition and thank you to the employees of Skagit Coun-
ty Superior Court, the Office of Juvenile Court 
and the Skagit County Law Library who serve 

    Skagit County held its Seventh 
    Annual National Adoption Day 
    on  Friday, November 22nd at 
    3:00 P.M.  
     
    Six children were adopted and 
    got their Forever  Families.   
Commissioners Sharon Dillon and Ron Wesen attended and read the 
proclamation proclaiming November 22nd, 2013 as National Adoption 
Day in Skagit County.  
 
A special thank you for all  the donations: Safeway in  Mount 
Vernon, DSHS  & NW Family & Children Services and WARM 
106.9.  

 
Court Administrator Delilah George was  
named the 2013 Court Manager of the 
Year by the Washington State Court Man-
agement Council. The Court Manager of the 
Year Award is presented to a manager or 
administrator who demonstrates leadership  

on a regional or statewide basis that is beyond what is expected of an 
individual court manager. 



 

 

JUDGE JOHN M. MEYER 
DEPARTMENT 1 

 
JUDGE MICHAEL E. RICKERT 

DEPARTMENT 2 
 

JUDGE SUSAN K. COOK 
DEPARTMENT 3 

 
JUDGE DAVE NEEDY 

DEPARTMENT 4 

G. BRIAN PAXTON 
COMMISSIONER 

1.0  FTE 
 

KAREN LERNER 
COMMISSIONER 

.25 FTE 

ADMINISTRATION   
Melissa Beaton 
Karen Robinson 

2.0  FTES 
 
 

BAILIFFS   
Meg Corpolongo 

Kelli Frazier 
 Helga Schink 

3.0  FTE 
LAW CLERK/BAILIFF 

Alexandria Hohman 
1.0 FTE 

OFFICIAL COURT REPORTERS   
Jen Schroeder 
Eileen Sterns 

2.0 FTES 
 
 

FACILITATORS  
Michelle Cook 

Jean Miller 
1.2 FTES 
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DELILAH M. GEORGE 
COURT ADMINISTRATOR/ 

DIRECTOR OF ARBITRATION 
1.0 FTE 
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SUMMER EXTERNS 
 Timothy Lehr 
 Seattle University School of Law  
 Tiffany Hansgen  
 Gonzaga University School of Law. 



 

www.skagitcounty.net/superiorcourt 

 

Skagit County Superior Court 
205 West Kincaid Street, Room 202 
Mount Vernon, WA  98273 

Editor: Delilah M. George 
 Superior Court Administrator 
Phone:  (360)336-9320 
Fax:  (360)336-9340 
E-mail:  delilahg@co.skagit.wa.us 
 
Final:    March 2014 


